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Whatever the weatherman says we are all looking forward to another great summer at Waipu Cove.

Chairpersons report

During the year the Board was disappointed to lose Graham Doreen, one of its respected members. Graham made a huge contribution to the Board during his tenure and will be sorely missed. The board hopes that Graham will continue to provide advice as he sees fit.

During the year the Board organised accommodation for the new assistant camp managers Jan and Brian who we are very pleased to have on board. They have easily fitted into the camp regime and I am sure you will all give them every encouragement to facilitate your Christmas holidays. We also have a new receptionist who will free up some management time. Please welcome Annemarie when you see her in the office.

The Board has had an interesting year with tarsealing the boat parking area which makes it much more attractive, further sealing the internal camp roads, the new covered outdoor eating area should be completed in time for Christmas along with the renourishment of the foreshore. We also looked at the need for drainage at the Northern end of the camp where water collects during winter making it unpleasant for those site holders. We are obtaining estimates from drainage companies with suggestions as to how we can fix the problem. We hope to have a solution in place before winter. The “portacom” at that end of the camp will be refurbished so that it can be rented out later, in the New Year or could be used for housing temporary staff over peak seasons.

The board has developed a policy of zero tolerance at the camp to ensure the safety and enjoyment of all users of the Reserve. This has been reflected in the signage including the words “share with care” to indicate that the Reserve is for the enjoyment of all.

Just a reminder that to be connected to the camp power supply; any vehicles must have a current electrical warrant of fitness. Power will not be supplied to uncertificated vehicles.

On behalf of the Board I would like to wish you all happy holidays at the Reserve this summer and I hope that you enjoy the improvements that should make your visits more enjoyable. 

Linde Judd

Chairperson

Manager’s comment

The summer appreciation society will be running their children’s activities from the 27th December until the 3rd of January. This will be at the northern end on the camp as last year. So send the young ones along they all seemed to enjoy themselves last year.

Breast Cancer Cure Research Trust. The trust has been established with the view that there will be a cure by 2018 and funding is the main issue as to it happening on or before this time. So keep an eye out, more info will be announced over the summer and there will be literature at the office. There will be a Trelise Cooper designed interior caravan here for a few days in the new year and we will have several fundraising events right throughout the summer running here. There is the possibility of a few celebrities hanging around as well to help with this effort.

Fee increase for 2011/12
The Annual fee will increase to $3500 p.a. per regular site.
The Board considered the following factors in arriving at its decision to increase the annual site holding fees from $2760 p.a. to $3500 p.a. an increase of some 27%.

The camp has been staffed at levels that did not comply with employment law and so staffing has been temporarily reviewed so as to comply with legislation and will be reviewed for the future requirements looking at the most effective and efficient way of staffing the camp.

To comply with legislative requirements we are reviewing all structures on the Reserve.

The Northern ablution block no longer complies with the requirement under regulations that water does not flow from one cubicle to another before exiting the ablution block. The Board has to find funds to upgrade the block so that it complies.

We discussed the long term Camp Site Agreements; and the requirement under Section 44(2) of the Reserves Act 1977 for a site holder to obtain the Minister’s consent before occupying a site for more than 4 weeks over the period 1 November to 31 March such that they do not have to move their caravans each year off the particular site at which they are located and that this means that those sites are not available to anyone else even when unoccupied. The new camp site agreements will reflect this.

We also discussed the capital expenditure required in excess of the ablution block such as the security cameras, freezers in the kitchens and the need to set aside funds for replacement mowers and tractor and that additional cabins could help improve funding levels for the future financial sustainability of the camp which is seen as essential for the future of the camp.

Information relating to charges at other camping grounds similar to Waipu Cove, that had been previously provided by the camp manager, was related to the board and it was considered that a jump to $3500 still left the fees at a lower level than that of similar camps which were at the level of $4500 - $5000 on average.

These were the main issues discussed in making our decision which was carried by all board members barring M Scott.

Information also available on www.waipucovereserve.co.nz Reserve Board

Board can be emailed direct at waipucovereserveboard@gmail.com 
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